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Attorney Docket No.: 20518/62 (S-8492) 



IN THE UNITED STATES PATENT AND TRADEMARK OFFICE 



APPLICANT(S); 



Bonus et al. 



EXAMINER: Catherine Williams 



SERIAL NO.: 



10/016,276 



GROUP: 3763 



FILED: 



December 6, 2001 



CONFIRMATION NO.: 4052 



FOR; 



Safety Shield for Medical Needles 



ffRimcATi; or mnw<« by fm p,*** (^yn-t p7ctpmd 



I bsroby ccntQr dvu *i» p«j» (aJo^-wt* «ny p«po otferred to M being tmched or endow*!) b bdas depmiied with the United 
Slates Posed Service on Ac feu shown below Mth mffictcni poasgo o firs aiass mail irt ao uvtlopc wWrcs*cd to: Mall Scop Ptritim, 
Coiwnmittoef Cm Patera, P.O. Box MJO,Alajc«dri^YA22313-KJ0: 



MAIL STOP PETITION 
Commissioner for Patents 
P.O. Box 1450 
Alexandria, VA 223 1 3-1 450 

Dear Sir: 



1. Applicant hereby petitions, in accordance with § 1.78(a)(3) to claim the benefit 
for the above referenced application under 35 U.S.C. 120 of prior applications {as presented in an 
Amendment dated May 1 1 , 2004 in the above referenced application, copy enclosed): 
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PETITION TO CLAIM BENEFIT UNDER 35 U.S.C 120 
OF PRIOR FILED APPLICATIONS 



p7 c jj^ umsh 



11/16/2004 THARRELL 00000007 500369 10016276 
01 FC:1454 1370.00 DA 
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CROSS-REFERENCE TO RELATED APPLICATIONS 

This patent application is a contmuarion-in-rjart of U.S. Utility Patent Application Serial. 
No. 09/892,593, filed in the USPTO on June 27, 2001 by Ferguson el al. f which is a 
coadnuauoo-in-part of U.S. Utility Patent Application Serial No. 09/433,449, filed November 4, 
1999, U.S. Utility Patent Application Serial No. 09/434,036, filed November 4, 1 999, and U.S. 
Utility Patent Application Serial No. 09/619.190, filed Jury 19, 2000, which claims benefit of 
U.S. Provisional Application Serial No. 60/254,506 filed in the USPTO on December 8, 2000 by 
Thome et el., U.S. Provisional Application Serial No. 60/275,810, filed on March 14, 2001, U.S. 
Provisional Application Serial No. 60/275,586, filed March 14, 2001 and U.S. Provisional * 
Application Serial No. 60/296,968 filed in the USPTO on June 8, 2001 by Barrus et ah, the entire 
contents of each of these applications being hereby incorporated by reference herein. 

2. Applicant states that the entire delay between the date the claim for the benefit of . 
the earlier applications was due under paragraph (e)(7) of 37 CF.R- § 1.78 and the date this 
claim is filed was unintentional. 
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3. The surcharge fee set forth m § 117(0. "^quired by 37 CJK 1.78(a)(3)(ii), is 
paid as follows: 

00 



□ Attached is a □ check □ money order in u\e amount of 3 
^ Authorization is hereby made to charge the amount of Sj i 37Q.QO 
^ to Deposit Account No. 500369 

Q to Credit card as shown on the attached credit card information 
authorization form PTO-2038 

^ Charge any additional fees required by this paper or credit any 
overpayment in the manner authorized above. 



A duplicate of this paper is attached. 

Respectfully submitted, 

Dated: 




Mark S. Leonardo, Reg. No. 4 1 ,433 
Attorney for Applicants 
Customer No. 21710 
Brown Rudnick Berlack: Israels LLP 
One Financial Center, Floor 1 8, Box IP 
Boston, MA 02 111 
Tel.: 617-856-8145 
Fax: 617-856-8201 
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